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Over the last decade, the topics of corruption and recovery of its proceeds have steadily risen in the international
policy agenda, with the entry into force of the United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) in 2005, the
Arab Spring in 2011, and most recently a string of scandals in the financial sector. As states decide how best to
respond to corruption and recover assets, the course of action most often discussed is criminal investigation and
prosecution rather than private lawsuits. But individuals, organizations, and governments harmed by corruption are
also entitled to recover lost assets and/or receive compensation for the damage suffered. To accomplish these goals of
recovery and compensation, private or 'civil' actions are often a necessary and useful complement to criminal
proceedings. This study explores how states can act as private litigants to bring lawsuits to recover assets lost to
corruption.

About the AuthorJean-Pierre Brun is professor at the CollY ge de France. Chair in Techniques and Economiesin the
Ancient Mediterranean. Emile van der Does de Willebois started his career working for the Office of the Prosecutor at
the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Y ugoslaviain The Hague. Subsequently he worked in private
practice specializing in banking and securities law. He joined the World BankAEs Financial Market Integrity unitin
2004 involved in technical assistance (legislative drafting and training) to Eastern Asian Pacific countries on Anti
Money Laundering and Counter Terrorism Financing (AML/CFT). He speciaizesin issues of abuse of legal entities,
beneficial ownership and the use of non-profit entities for terrorist purposes. Pascale HUI'Y ne Duboaisis the World
Bank's Chief Suspension and Debarment Officer.Professor Dubois received her Lic. Jur., cum laude, from the
University of Ghent, Belgium, and her LL.M. from New Y ork University. Jeanne M. Hauch is a Senior Investigator
with the East Asia Pacific Team of the Integrity Vice Presidency of the World Bank. Jeanne was educated at the Y ale
Law School and the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs at Princeton University, USA. . She
isamember of the bar in Washington, D.C. and New Y ork, USA



