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‘Totally engaging.
Syd's as tough

as old teak - yet
remarkably funny.'
Peter FitzSimons
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David Salter : Ragamuffin Man: The World of Syd Fischer before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Ragamuffin Man: The World of Syd Fischer:

0 of O people found the following review helpful. Wonderful insightBy Brett HowardDavid Salter has managed to
uncover the persona of aremarkable yachtsman in afrank and fearless manner that also bringsto life the joy and
exhilaration of yacht racing.

You either lie down and die, or you fight.In 1938 a knockabout 11-year-old kid from Marrickville, Sydney, is
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suddenly confronted by mortality. His mother dies. His father haslittle time for him and at 14 he leaves school to learn
atrade.ln 2016 that same boy is a multi-millionaire. He owns ndash; and runs ndash; the Australian Development
Corporation, Sydney City Marine, a host of associated companies and countless office and housing blocks. Heis also
one of the worldrsquo;s most successful sailors, having won Sydneyndash;Hobart races in his Ragamuffin yachts and
competed eight times for Australiain the Admiralrsguo;s Cup. He jointly holds the record for the most Americarsquo;s
Cup campaigns ndash; all self-funded and managed personally.He is Syd Fischer, the Ragamuffin man, and he's
known as perhaps the toughest and most uncompromising Australian businessman and sportsman of the past hal f
century. Thisisthe story of Fischerrsquo;s remarkable life, and of his unrelenting quest to win the
Sydneyndash;Haobart Y acht Race one more time.lsquo;ltrsquo;s as if Syd has suddenly decided that itrsquo;s time to
shrug off hislifelong reluctance to talk about himself and let us all now see what really makes him tick.rsquo;
mdash;Sir James HardyDavid Salter is a veteran independent journalist, author and television producer. He was
Executive Producer of Media Watch and Editor-in-Chief of The Week. He has written books on Australian history,
sport, and the media and is himself an experienced offshore racing sailor.
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