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Research from a humanist perspective has much to offer in interrogating the socia and cultural ramifications of
invasion ecologies. The impossibility of securing national boundaries against accidental transfer and the unpredictable
climatic changes of our time have introduced new dimensions and hazards to this old issue. Written by a team of
international scholars, this book allows us to rethink the impact on national, regional or local ecologies of the
deliberate or accidental introduction of foreign species, plant and animal. Modern environmental approaches that treat
nature with naiuml;ve realism or mobilize it as a moral absolute, unaware or unwilling to accept that it isinformed by
specific cultural and temporal values, are doomed to fail. Instead, this book shows that we need to understand the
complex interactions of ecologies and societies in the past, present and future over the Anthropocene, in order to
address problems of the global environmental crisis. It demonstrates how humanistic methods and disciplines can be
used to bring fresh clarity and perspective on this long vexed aspect of environmental thought and practice.Students
and researchers in environmental studies, invasion ecology, conservation biology, environmental ethics, environmental
history and environmental policy will welcome this major contribution to environmental humanities.

We know enough about the ecology of many invasive species to inform management that would make a huge
difference. Around the world, the stumbling block is not so much the shortage of knowledge on what to do, it is ways
of getting around the many complexities of the human dimensions of biological invasions. This book provides a
crucia advance in this direction ndash;David M. Richardson, Stellenbosch University, South Africalf Charles Elton's
classic, The Ecology of Invasions, changed forever the way we thought about plants and animals, so too Frawley and
McCaman's book isamajor turning point. Rethinking Invasion Ecologiesis abold set of essays. Assimilation,
migration, resilience, habitat, natives ndash; al the conceptual ground that ecology, history and politics shareis
incisively explored. From crocodiles to humans, cane toads to prickly pears, in new worlds and old, thisis
environmental humanities at its sharpest. ndash;Alison Bashford, University of Cambridge, UK This exciting, timely
and important collection illuminates the complex range of human values and actions that emerge from multi-
disciplinary reflection. Often construed as relevant only to biologists, by adapting a cultural and historical perspective
the innovative scholarship of Rethinking Invasion Biologies from the Environmental Humanities reframes and
reconceptualises the entangled, contradictory and ambiguous rel ationships between people and unruly biota.
ndash;Jane Carruthers, University of South Africa, South Africa This book demonstrates the value of the current turn
to interdisciplinary approaches within aworld transformed by colonial and postcolonia connections. Seeing human,
plant and animal mobilities as thoroughly intertwined products of the Anthropocene, it innovatively bridges nature and
culture and merges environmental, cultural and political histories. ndash;Alan Lester, University of Sussex, UK With
pieces ranging from a biography of the concept of resilience to case studies of our reactions to cane toads, L atrodectus
spiders, and salt-water crocodiles, this book argues the humanities have much to contribute to discussions of the
Anthropocene. It makes a strong case, and its emphasis on Australia adds, for the rest of us, another voice to the
dialogue. A fine collection on afascinating and timely topic. ndash; Thomas R. Dunlap, Texas AM University,
USAAbout the AuthorJodi Frawley is a Discovery Early Career Researcher Award Fellow in the Department of
Gender and Cultura Studies, University of Sydney, Australia. lain McCalman is a Professorial Research Fellow in
History, University of Sydney. Heis Co-Director of the new Sydney University Environment Institute, Australia



