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Peter G. Brown, Geoff Garver : Right Relationship: Building a Whole Earth Economy  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Right Relationship: Building a Whole Earth 
Economy: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful Integration of Social Justice and Ecological Harmony as 
Goals for a Viable Economic SystemBy R. RileyThis book by Peter G. Brown et al came out of a Quaker working 
group focusing on attaining social justice and ecological sustainability in our U.S. economic system. It is succinct and 
very readable and understandable. It challenges some of the "assumptions" found in our present economic-political 
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system. The authors rightly point to the core VALUES and GOALS which must serve as the foundation of a truly 
healthy economic-political system, pointing out the many shortcomings found in our existing system. They demonize 
no one, but are very insightful in pointing out the social and ecological damage our existing system has been doing. 
This book was one of the very first I read as our church formed a new "Economic Reform Advocacy Group," and it 
helped provide some of the foundation of my own thinking in this area. I can't recommended it enough as a 
foundational work for study and advocacy of economic reform.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Change your worldview!By AutreVieThis is a clearly and earnestly written book that aims to change your world 
view.The subject is so obvious - that the earth cannot support unlimited growth and expanding economies forever - 
that I wonder why there haven't been a plethora of books on the subject. The authors extol us to think thoughtfully and 
carefully about our actions and their affects on everything around us, living in "right relationship" with the earth, 
respecting others and the environment.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Very pleased, everyone 
should read thisBy BarbI am in the midst of reading this book. I have known about it for some time and heard one of 
the authors at a conference discussing this book. I encourage anyone interested in the future for ourselves, our children 
and the health of the planet we are a part of to read it. Good work to all involved.

Our current economic systemmdash;which assumes endless growth and limitless potential wealthmdash;flies in the 
face of the fact that the earthrsquo;s resources are finite. The result is increasing destruction of the natural world and 
growing, sometimes lethal, tension between rich and poor, global north and south. Trying to fix problems piecemeal is 
not the solution. We need a comprehensive new vision of an economy that can serve people and all of lifersquo;s 
commonwealth. Peter G. Brown and Geoffrey Garver use the core Quaker principle of ldquo;right 
relationshiprdquo;mdash;interacting in a way that is respectful to all and that aids the common goodmdash;as the 
foundation for a new economic model. Right Relationship poses five basic questions: What is an economy for? How 
does it work? How big is too big? Whatrsquo;s fair? And how can it best be governed? Brown and Garver expose the 
antiquated, shortsighted, and downright dangerous assumptions that underlie our current answers to these questions, as 
well as the shortcomings of many current reform efforts. They propose new answers that combine an acute awareness 
of ecological limits with a fundamental focus on fairness and a concern with the spiritual, as well as material, well-
being of the human race. Brown and Garver describe new forms of global governance that will be needed to get and 
keep the economy in right relationship. Individual citizens can and must play a part in bringing this relationship with 
life and the world into being.Ultimately the economy, as indeed life itself, is a series of interconnected relationships. 
An economy based on the idea of ldquo;right relationshiprdquo; offers not only the promise of a bountiful future but 
also an opportunity to touch the fullness of human meaning and, some would say, the presence of the Divine.

From the PublisherPraise for Right Relationship "We truly need to reinvent our man-made world if we hope to sustain 
flourishing human and natural communities. Starting from first principles, this wonderful book provides a much-
needed, innovative blueprint for this rebuilding." --Gus Speth, Dean, School of Forestry and Environmental Studies, 
Yale University; cofounder of the Natural Resources Defense Council; and author of The Bridge at the Edge of the 
World "Right Relationship provides a compelling account of the inclusive ethical framework required to address the 
interrelated environmental, economic and social challenges of the 21st century. Its proposals for economic reform and 
global governance describe clearly the kind of radical change needed to secure a promising future for the human 
family and larger community of life on earth." --Steven Rockefeller, Co-chair, Earth Charter International Council 
"This remarkable book asks appropriate and fundamental questions about the kind of world in which we want to live 
and proposes an ethical and systemic approach to designing the future." --Elizabeth Dowdeswell, former Executive 
Director, United Nations Environment Programme, and founder and former CEO, Nuclear Waste Management 
Organization, CanadaFrom the Back CoverA Bold New Vision for a Just and Flourishing Earth Our current economic 
system--which assumes endless growth and limitless potential wealth--flies in the face of the fact that the earth's life 
support capacity is finite. The result is increasing destruction of the natural world and growing, sometimes lethal, 
tension between rich and poor. Peter G. Brown and Geoffrey Garver use the core Quaker principle of "right 
relationship"--respecting the integrity, resilience, and beauty of human and natural communities--as the foundation for 
a new economic model. Right Relationship poses five basic questions: What is an economy for? How does it work? 
How big is too big? What's fair? And how can it best be governed? Brown and Garver expose the antiquated, 
shortsighted, and downright dangerous assumptions that underlie our current answers to these questions, as well as the 
shortcomings of many reform efforts. They propose new answers that combine an acute awareness of ecological limits 
with a fundamental focus on fairness and a concern with the spiritual, as well as material, well-being of the human 
race. And they outline what each of us can do to enable life's commonwealth.About the AuthorPeter G. Brown holds 
academic appointments at McGill in the Departments of Geography, and Natural Resource Sciences, as well as the 
School of Environment. Brown is also the author of Restoring the Public Trust: A Fresh Vision for Progressive 
Government in America (Beacon Press, 1994), and Ethics, Economics, and International Relations: Transparent 
Sovereignty in the Commonwealth of Life (Edinburgh University Press, 2000); this was re-published in Canada by 



Blackrose Press (2001) under the title The Commonwealth of Life: A Treatise on Stewardship Economics. Geoff 
Garver is an environmental consultant and lecturer in law in Montreal, Quebec. From 2000 to 2007, he was a senior 
official at the North American Commission for Environmental Cooperation, directing the unit that publishes detailed 
factual investigations of complaints by North American citizens that one of the NAFTA countries -- Mexico, the 
United States and Canada -- is failing to effectively enforce its environmental law. Previously, he spent nine years with 
the U.S. Justice Department's Environment and Natural Resources Division as a trial attorney and then an Acting 
Assistant Chief handling cases dealing with land and natural resource management, water rights and environmental 
impact assessment. Some of his major cases concerned Everglades water quality, winter use and bison management in 
Yellowstone National Park and water rights in Idaho and Oregon. 


