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From Routledge : Social Development: Critical Themes and Per spectives (Routledge Studiesin Development
and Society) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Social
Development: Critical Themes and Perspectives (Routledge Studiesin Development and Society):

This edited collection demonstrates that the ideas inherent in social development are practical and not utopian. By
discussing and delineating a social development approach, the book argues the need for practicing it at local or
grassroots-level communities to promote universal socia justice and wellbeing. Towards this end, severa leading
scholars have presented critical and inspiring thoughts on the significance and usefulness in devel opment of genuine
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participation of people, bottom-up strategies, self-reliance, capacity building, and egalitarian and empowering
partnerships. They also delve into hitherto neglected aspects of socia development related to preparing personnel for
socia development work, ethical imperatives and a new social development paradigm. The worldrsquo;s
contemporary problems persist in part because the social development approach in its comprehensive form has not
been planned and implemented at local, national and global levels. Social Development presents the optimistic
argument that the application of social development ideas can help create aworld in which almost all peoplersquo;s

wellbeing can be significantly enhanced.



