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to Know Explained So You Can Understand It: 

According to the US Courts Bankruptcy Statistics Web site, more than 801,000 bankruptcies were filed with U.S. 
courts in 2007, with almost 97 percent of those being personal, non-business filings. The volume of those who face the 
stress that coincides with bankruptcy filing continues to grow and it can be hard to discern between the six different 
forms of common bankruptcy and how each might affect you or your business. This book was written with the goal of 
providing a complete handbook to understanding the complex bankruptcy laws of the United States in an easy-to-read 
format that will allow you to move forward in your life, either through the bankruptcy process or through viable 
financial alternatives that help you to avoid filing. Before you even approach the bankruptcy process, you will learn if 
there is anything left you can do to salvage your finances. You will learn how to manage existing debt in avoidance of 
bankruptcy and how to handle debt collectors, and also acknowledging which of the debts that you hold are the most 
important. You will learn how to decide when bankruptcy is the best or only option left at your disposal, including 
what a bankruptcy actually entails, from the first piece of paperwork you sign to the lasting effect it has on your credit. 
You will learn how to deal with the emotional and social implications of bankruptcy and also what aspects of your life 
will immediately change as a result. The six different kinds of bankruptcies are outlined in full detail with 
walkthroughs of what each format offers and when you can utilize them to your advantage. Specifically, detailed 
instructions for liquidating debt with a Chapter 7 bankruptcy and using a Chapter 13 bankruptcy to rebuild your life 
are given as well in their own chapters. You will learn what it takes to find and utilize a qualified consumer 
bankruptcy attorney and exactly what to expect throughout the process. For businesses that are navigating the complex 
corridor of bankruptcy filing, information is provided about the specific processes you must follow for your specific 
kind of business. You will learn how to choose which Chapter to file under and what you must do to protect your 
personal assets during a business bankruptcy. Finally, a special section is included to guide you through the harrowing 
post-bankruptcy process, helping you to rebuild your credit after the process with a timeline of how long you can 
expect to wait before you start to regain the standing you originally had. You will be given details and tips on how to 
manage your finances in the future, and interviews taken from bankruptcy experts and individuals with personal 
experience will help you know exactly what you can expect before, during, and after your bankruptcy. For anyone at 
the point in their life where they are considering a bankruptcy to solve their financial problems, this guide is a must 
have tool, providing an easy to read, comprehensive overview of the entire process.Atlantic Publishing is a small, 
independent publishing company based in Ocala, Florida. Founded over twenty years ago in the company 
presidentrsquo;s garage, Atlantic Publishing has grown to become a renowned resource for non-fiction books. Today, 
over 450 titles are in print covering subjects such as small business, healthy living, management, finance, careers, and 
real estate. Atlantic Publishing prides itself on producing award winning, high-quality manuals that give readers up-to-
date, pertinent information, real-world examples, and case studies with expert advice. Every book has resources, 
contact information, and web sites of the products or companies discussed. This Atlantic Publishing eBook was 
professionally written, edited, fact checked, proofed and designed. The print version of this book is 288 pages and you 
receive exactly the same content. Over the years our books have won dozens of book awards for content, cover design 
and interior design including the prestigious Benjamin Franklin award for excellence in publishing. We are proud of 
the high quality of our books and hope you will enjoy this eBook version. 


